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A  N 


EXAMINATION 


INTO  THE 


O  F 


S  I  R 


O  not  laugh  at  me,  for  entering 


a  into  the  lift  of  the  prefent  poli- 


tical  difputants.  You  are  fenfible, 
I  am  interefted  in  no  other  refpedt,  than 
as  an  Englilhman :  nor  fhould  I  have 
thought  of  making  any  enquiry  into  the 
condudt  of  Mr.  P — ,  on  his  late  refigna- 
tion,  had  the  firft  and  fecond  letters  to 
the  Right  Honourable  the  Earl  of  B— 
never  appeared.  I  am  conicious  to  my- 


B 


felt 


feif  of  no  partial  prejudices  againft  thofe, 
who  managed  the  affairs  of  the  public, 
before  the  adminiftration  of  Mr.  P— 
nor  am  I  confcious  of  any  particular  at¬ 
tachment  to  that  Right  Honourable  Gen¬ 
tleman,  or  any  of  his  friends  j  and  there¬ 
fore,  I  fhall  only  view  him  in  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  a  patriot  and  min-fter  of  ft-te. 

A  resignation  fo  unexpected,  and  at  fq 
critical  a  conjuncture,  muff  neceffarily 
give  birth  to  various  comments  and  re- 
fteCiions ;  and  1  am  afraid,  that  Mr.  P-— ’s 
iincereft  advocates  cannot  entirely  con¬ 
vince  the  public  of  the  propriety  of  his 
conduCt  on  that  occafion :  however,  if 
the  party  on  one  fide  have  thrown  out 
their  fquibs  of  obloquy  and  defamation 
again  ft  him,  the  oppofite  party  have  been 
as  warm  in  their  praifes,  and  admiration 
of  his  patriotifm  and  abilities.  So  true  is 
that  obfervation  of  an  eminent  writer 
No  man  (fays  he)  rifes  to  fuch  height 
as  to  become  confpicuous,  but  as  he  is 
on  one  fide  cenfured  by  undifccrning 

J  Rambler. 

“  malice^ 


(( 


f  c 


•  0V 


I 


[  3  3 

\ 

“  malice,  which  reproaches  him  for  his 
“  bed  actions,  and  danders  his  apparent 
“  and  incontestable  excellencies ;  he  is 
“  idolized,  on  the  other  part,  by  igno- 
“  rant  admiration,  which  exalts  his  faults 
“  and  follies  into  virtues.” 

t  ' 

The  letter-writer  under  confideration, 
is,  undoubtedly,  Spirited  and  elegant ; 
yet  I  cannot  help  thinking,  but  that 
many  of  his  arguments  are  rather  fpe- 
cious,  I  will  not  fay  futile,  than  clear 
and  convincing ;  he  has  treated  his  fub- 
jedt  rather  in  a  declamatory  way,  than 
by  clofe  argument ;  therefore,  I  mull  be 
content  to  take  my  chance  with  him, 
upon  the  terms  he  has  preferibed.  His 
firft  propolition  is,  “  That  a  folid,  ho- 
“  nourable,  and  advantageous  peace,  in 
f*  the  prefent  circumftances  of  Great 
“  Britain,  exhaufted  as  her  people,  and 
cc  multiplying  as  her  debts  are,  is  pre- 
“  ferable  to  the  mod  fplendid  fuccefles 
“  of  war.” 

Though  the  letter-writer  has,  in  fome 
tneafure,  explained  what  he  meant  by  a 
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foil'd,  honourable,  and  advantageous  peace- 
vet  he  has  not  proved,  that  the  plan  of  a 
general,  pacification,  entrufted  to  the  ma¬ 
nagement  of  Mr.  Bufiy  from  the  ‘court 
cf  France,  \yas  fpch,  as  to  admit  of  our 
minifters  accepting  the  fame,  without  in¬ 
fringing  on  the  dignity  and  honour  of 
the  British  nation.  I  fluall  not  contend 
With  him,  that  peace  is  not  preferable  to 
war,  even  to  the  moft  fplendid  fuccefles 
or  war  ;  it  moft  undoubtedly  is ;  True 
patriotifm  has  its  principle  and  correfpon- 
dence  with  what  is  amiahle,  juft,  and 
right ;  it  acquires  an  habitual  delicacy  of 
fentiment  and  refiedlion,  and  preferves, 
with  fidelity  and  precifion,  the  moral 
beauty  cf  univerfal  benevolence  and  hu¬ 
manity,  that  is,  the  delicate  and  fenfible 
feeling  of  the  human  mind,  for  the  cala¬ 
mities  and  deflations  of  war,  and  the 
effufion  of  Cbriftian  blood,  is  the  teft  of 
the  true  amor  patria ,  or  the  noble  glow 
ol  genuine  patriotifm.  To  fympathi^e  with 
rh-  diftrefted  orphan,  and  the  mournful 
w;uo//,  is  an  act,  that  reflects  a  dignity 

on 


i 


'f  \  •  / 

>  / 

t  5  3 

»  *  ♦  ■'  *  v  J 

oh  oui*  nature,  and  is  every  way  worthy 
of  the  prcfeifors  of  Chriftianity.  If  the 
letter-writer  had  nothing  more  in  view, 
than  to  point  out  the  advantages  and 
bleflings  of  peace,  by  his  firft  propofition; 
3  have  nothing  to  conteft  with  him  for ; 
.  but,  in  a  review  of  his  arguments  in  fup- 
port  of  that  propofition,  he  very  pleafantly 
intimates,  as  if  our  late  m — ft-r;  over- 
follicitous  for  the  dignity  of  the  Britifla 
nation,  would  preferibe,  not  negotiate,  d 
peace ;  and  very  archly  recapitulates  the 
feveral  conquefts,  that  fo  nobly  diftin-- 
guifhed  his  adminiftration,  in  order  to 

I 

throw  a  fhade  over  the  abilities  and  con¬ 
duit  of  that  Right  Honourable  Gentle¬ 
man.  With  what  judgment  he  has  done 
fo,  I  leave  to  the  decifion  of  the  public; 
who  mull  now  be  thoroughly  Satisfied; 
that  the  war  was  not  protracted  for  the 
emolument  and  glory  of  that  minifter ; 
the  neceflary  fteps  were  taken  for  a  ge¬ 
neral  pacification ;  and  fuch  fteps,  I  pre¬ 
fume,  only,  as  the  dignity  and  honour 
of  the  Britifh  crown  required :  our  fuc- 
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cefles  intitled  us  to  expedt  an  honourable 
and  advantageous  peace ;  to  have  accepted 
fuch  terms  as  the  court  of  France  would 
have  impofed,  would  have  been  to  have 
betrayed  a  pufillanimity,  which  I  hope 
never  to  fee  chrafterifed  in  a  Britifh  mi¬ 
nidry.  I  need  not  enlarge  hereon,  as  we 
have  undoubted  and  Royal  Authority  for 
the  continuance  of  the  prefent  war. 

*  “  It  has  been  my  earned  wifb,  that 
this  firft  period  of  my  reign  might 
“  be  marked  with  another  felicity,  the 
**  reftoring  of  the  bleffings  of  peace  to 
“  my  people,  and  putting  an  end  to  the 
“  calamities  of  war,  under  which  fo 
“  great  a  part  of  Europe  fuffers.  But 
**  though  overtures  were  made  to  me, 
“  and  my  good  brother  and  ally  the 
“  King  of  Pruffia,  by  the  feveral  belli- 
<c  gerant  powers,  in  order  to  a  general 
<c  pacification;  for  which  purpofe,  acon- 
“  grefs  was  appointed ;  and  propofitions 
“  were  made  to  me  by  France,  for  a  par- 
“  ticular  peace  with  that  crown,  which 

*  His  Majcfty’s  molt  gracious  fpeech. 

a 


were 


*'  were  followed  by  an  aCtual  negotiation, 
“  yet  that  congrefs  hath  not  hitherto 
<<  taken  place,  and  the  negotiation  with 
“  France  is  entirely  broken  off. 

“  The  fincerity  of  my  difpofition  to 
effectuate  this  work  has  been  maniieft 


“  in  the  progrefs  of  it ;  and  I  have  the 
“  confolation  to  refieCt,  that  the  ccnti- 
“  nuance  of  the  war,  and  the  farther 


*c  effufion  of  Chriftian  blood,  to  which  is. 
£t  was  the  defire  of  my  heart  to  put  a  flop, 
“  cannot  W'ith  juflice  be  imputed  to  me. 

“  Our  military  operations  have  been 
tl  in  no  degree  fufpended  or  delayed  ; 
“  and  it  has  pleafed  God  to  grant  us  far- 
«  ther  important  fucceffes,  by  the  con- 
“  queft  of  the  iflands  of  Belleifle  and  Do- 
(C  minica ;  and  by  the  reduction  or  I  on- 
<c  dicherry,  which  hath  in  a  manner  sn- 
“  nihilated  the  French  power  in  tne  Faff 
«  Indies.  In  other  parts,  where  the 
*£  enemy’s  numbers  were  greatly  fuperior* 
•«  their  principal  defigns  and  projects 
“  have  been  greatly  difappointed,  by  a 
*«  conduct  which  does  the  higbeft  ho- 

B  4  “  nour 
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nour  to  the  didinguifhed  capacity  of  my 
“  general,  Prince  Ferdinand  of  Brunfwick, 
and  by  the  valour  of  my  troops.  The 
magnanimity  and  ability  of  the  King  of 
PrinTia,  have  eminently  appeared,  in 
refilling  fuch  numerous  forces,  and 
“  furmounting  fo  great  difficulties. 

In  tiiis  fituation,  I  am  glad  to  have 
tc .  an  opportunity  of  receiving  the  trued 
“  information  of  the  fenfe  of  my  people, 
by  a  new  choice  of  their  reprefenta- 
tives.  I  am  fully  perfuaded  you  will 
“  agree  with  me  in  opinion,  that  the 
“  fteady  exertion  of  our  mod  vigorous 
efforts,  in  every  part  where  the  enemy 
“  may  dill  be  attacked  with  advantage,  is 
“  the  only  means  that  can  be  produdtive 
“  of  fuch  a  peace,  as  may  with  reafon  be 
“  expedted  from  our  fucceffes.  It  is 

“  therefore  my  fixed  refolution,  with 
“  your  concurrence  and  fupport,  to  carry 
“  on  the  war  in  the  mod  effectual  man- 
“  ner,  for  the  intered  and  advantage  of 
“  my  kingdoms ;  and  to  maintain,  to 
“  tlie  utmod  of  my  power,  the  good 

“  faith 
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**  faith  and  hdnour  of  my  crown,  by  ad- 
“  hering  firmly  to  the  engagements  en- 
“  tered  into  with  my  allies;  in  this  I 
“  will  perfevere,  untill  my  enemies, 
“  moved  by  their  own  Ioffes  and  di- 
ftreffes,  and  touched  with  the  mfferies 
of  lo  many  nations,  fhall  yield  to  the 
“  equitable  conditions  of  an  honourable 
“  peace ;  in  which  cafe,  as  well  as  in 
“  the  profecution  of  the  war,  I  do  affure 
“  you,  no  confideration  whatever  fhall 
“  make  me  depart  from  the  true  intereft 
of  thefe  my  kingdoms,  and  the  honour 
“  and  dignity  of  my  crown.” 

It  is  in  every  body’s  memory,  to  what 
a  fituation  the  public  affairs  were  reduced, 
when  the  reins  of  government  fhifted 
from  the  hands  of  the  former  adminiftra- 
tion,  into  the  hands  of  their  fucceffor, 
Mr.  P— .  National  interefl:  and  glory, 
after  that  change,  foon  appeared  in  a  dif¬ 
ferent  light,  and  indifputably  convinced 
us  of  what  we  were  capable,  when  Britifh 
patriotifm  was  properly  exerted  amongft 
us.  With  what  propriety,  then,  could  the 

letter- 
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letter-writer  hint  fo  falfe,  and  fo  mali¬ 
cious  an  iniinuation  *  ?  The  wife  and 

>  '  '  -  ' 

necefTary  regulations  he  made,  particu¬ 
larly  in  the  navy,  will  always  redound  to 
the  honour  of  his  adminiftration.  But 
to  return  to  our  letter-writer’s  firft  propo¬ 
rtion.  War,  in  the  prefent  fyftem  of 
the  univerfe,  while  w?e  have  to  combat 
with  the  paffions,  and  the  ambition  of 
mankind  ;  while  the  globe,  which  we 
inhabit,  is  divided  into  different  nations 
and  hates,  each  nation,  ambitious  to  ex¬ 
tend  its  dominions,  and  to  increafe  its 
power,  will  be  always  efteemed  and  felt 
as  a  necefTary  evil.  If  there  was  a  juft 
reafon  to  commence  the  prefent  war,  the 
fame  reafon  muft  hold  good,  till  we  can 
obtain  a  fafe,  honourable,  and  advantage¬ 
ous  peace.  But,  fays  the  letter-writer* 
our  men  are  exhaufted,  our  national  debt 
fo  augmented,  as  to  be  very  alarming  to 
every  fenfible  man,  and  every  well-wifher 
to  his  country.  Thefe  are  the  natural 


*  His  poft  of  honour,  is  a  private  ftation. 

Motto  to  the  fecond  letter. 

confe- 
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confequences  and  calamities  of  war ;  nei¬ 
ther  are  our  enemies  exempt  from  them. 
Although  we  will  not  venture  to  affirm* 
that  the  French  nation  has  almoft  fuffered 
a  bankruptcy,  yet  it  is  eafy  to  conceive, 
what  vaft  fums  muft  have  been  neceffarily 
expended,  in  maintaining  fuch  numerous 
armies  on  the  continent  of  Germany, 
and  other  exigencies  of  the  ftate.  1  he 
people  of  France  muft  fubmit  to  all  the 
diftreffes  and  devaftations  of  war,  without 
the  pleafing  reflection  of  having  obtained 
one  flgnal  conqueft,  or  the  leaf!;  national 
glory.  Shall  Britons,  then,  amidft  their 
triumphs,  fue  for  peace,  or  bafely  lubrnit 
to  fuch  a  treaty,  as  fhall  be  dictated  by  a 
French  miniftry  ?  Shall  Britons,  after 
having  extended  their  conquefts  into  Alia, 
Africa,  and  America,  become  dupes  to 
French  policy  and  chicanery  ?  This, 
furely,  cannot  be  the  pure  and  uucor- 
rupted  breath  of  Britifh  patriotism !  the 
fervent  glow  of  a  fenflble,  and  a  victo¬ 
rious  people  !  I  flhall  proceed,  however, 

to  examine  the  obfervations  made  by  our 
2  letter- 


letter-writer,  with  refped  to  the  increafd 
of  the  national  debt.  This  fubjedt  is 
certainly  interefting;  what  he  has  ad¬ 
vanced,  is  worthy  of  ferious  attention  ; 
for  though  no  kind  of  cohlideration  is  to 
be  had  to  the  principal,  yet  ftill  the  yearly 
intereft  mull  be  paid  ;  and  it  is  extremely 
clear,  that  the  credit  of  the  public  muffc 
be  overtrained,  the  moment  our  debts 
become  fuch,  that  the  government  can¬ 
not,  within  the  year,  raife  the  annual  in¬ 
tereft  of  them.  Taxes,  he  fays,  as  well 
as  other  matters  of  policy,  have  their 
bounds,  and  thefe  are  fixed  in  a  juft  pro¬ 
portion  between  the  exigencies  of  the 
ftate,  and  the  abilities  of  the  people  y 
when  the  exigencies  furpafs  the  ability  to 
fatisfy,  the  crown  muft  either  become 
abfolute,  or  contemptible.  I  know,  con¬ 
tinues  the  letter-writer,  it  may  be  faid, 
and  it  has  been  faid,  why  not  tax  the 
funds  ?  The  anfwer  is,  Such  a  taxation 
would  be  unjuft,  and  deftru&ive  of  public 
credit.  They  who  have  money  in  the 
funds,  pay,  in  common  with  thofe  who 

have 
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have  not,  their  proportion  in  the  taxes 
upon  the  ordinary  neceflaries,  convenien¬ 
ces,  and  luxuries  of  life ;  and  flaould  the 
parliament  break  in  to  the  bargain  they 
made  with  the  public  creditors,  it  muft 
depart  from  its  good  faith,  the  only  con-  1 
fideration  which  hitherto  has  fupported 
public  credit. 

In  favour  of  this  argument,  I  fhall  beg 
leave  to  make  a  fimilar  quotation,  from 
the  ingenious  Mr.  Hume’s  political  dif- 
courfes :  “  It  is,  fays  he,  probable,  that 
ft  the  breach  of  national  faith  will  be  the 
?‘  neceffary  effedt  of  wars,  defeats,  mif- 
fort unes ,  and  public  calamities,  or 
even,  perhaps,  of  victories  and  con¬ 
i’'  quells.  I  muft  confefs,  when  I  fee 
“  princes  and  ftates  fighting,  and  quar¬ 
relling,  amidft  their  debts,  funds,  and 
V  public  mortgages,  it  always  brings  to 
my  mind,  a  match  of  cudgelling  fought 
?'  in  a  china-ftiop.  How  can  it  be  ex- 
"  pedled,  that  fovereigns  will  fpare  a 
"  fpecies  of  property,  which  is  perni- 
1  cipus  to.  themfelves,  and  to  the  public, 

“  when 
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when  they  have  fo  little  compaffion  on 
lives  and  properties,  which  are  ufeful 
to  both  ?  Let  the  time  come  (and 
furely  it  will  come),  when  the  new 
funds  created  for  the  exigencies  of  the 
year  are  not  fubfcribed  to,  and  raife 
not  the  money  projected.  Suppofe, 
either  that  the  calh  of  the  nation  is 
exhaufted,  or  that  our  faith,  which 
has  been  hitherto  fo  ample,  begins  to 
fail  us.  Suppofe,  that,  in  this  diftrefs, 
the  nation  is  threatened  with  an  inva- 
fion,  a  rebellion  is  fufpedted  or  broke 
out  at  home,  a  fquadron  cannot  be 
equipt  for  want  of  pay,  victuals,  or 
repairs •,  or  even  a  foreign  fubfidy  can¬ 
not  be  advanced.  What  muff  a  prince 
or  minifter  do  in  fuch  an  emergency  ? 
The  right  of  felf-prefervation  is  un¬ 
alienable  in  every  individual,  much 
more  in  every  community :  and  the 
folly  of  the  ftatefmen  mull  then  be 
greater,  than  the  folly  of  thofe  who 
firft  contracted  the  debt,  or,  what  is 
more,  than  that  of  thofe  who  trailed, 

“  or 
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**  or  continue  to  truft,  this  fecurity,  if 
cc  thele  ftatefmen  have  the  means  •  of 
“  fafety  in  their  hands,  and  do  not  era- 
cc  ploy  it.  The  funds  created  and  mort- 
gaged,  will,  by  that  time,  bring  in  a 
“  large  yearly  revenue,  fufficient  for  the 
£t  defence  and  fecuritv  of  the  nation  ; 

•r  9 

“  money  is,  perhaps,  lying  in  the  ex- 
“  chequer,  ready  for  the  difcharge  of  the 
(f  quarterly  interelT  ;  neceffity  calls,  fear 

ec  urges,  reafon  exhorts,  companion  alone 

*  *»  • 

tc  exclaims  ;  the  money  will  immediately 
£C  be  feized  for  the  current  fervice,  under 
the  mod;  fojemn  proteftations,  perhaps, 
“  of  being  immediately  replaced.  But 
no  more  is  requifite.  The  whole  fa- 
“  brie,  already  tottering,  falls  to  the 
“  ground,  and  buries  thoufands  in  its 
<c  ruins.  And  this,  I  think,  may  be 
“  called  the  natural  death  of  public 
£<  credit  for  to  this  period,  it  tends  as 
fc  naturally  as  an  animal  body  to  its  dif- 
££  folution  and  deftrudtion.” 

r'  '  ’  \  I 

Is  it  neceffary  to  extend  this  argument 
^ny  further  ?  Need  we  point  out  the  re¬ 
finements 
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finements  of  luxury,  the  want  of  fruga¬ 
lity  and  ceconomy,  as  melancholy  pre- 
fages  of  this  approaching  diffolution  ? 
Thefe  may  ferve  as  popular  declamations. 
But  I  fhall  endeavour  to  draw  a  parallel 
between  the  prefent  Hate  of  Great  Britain 
and  France,  in  refped  to  their  public 
finances ;  and  then  fhall  beg  leave  to 
offer  to  the  public,  a  plan  for  railing  the 
fupplies  for  the  enfuing  year.  Trade  is 
the  fupport  of  both  nations,  more  parti¬ 
cularly  of  Great  Britain ;  a  curfory  re¬ 
view  of  the  fuccelfes,  that  have  attended 
the  Britifh  navy,  and  of  the  protedion 
that  has  been  given  to  the  fhips  of  the 

merchants,  fince  the  commencement  of 

«  % 

the  prefent  war,  will  foon  convince  any 
impartial  man,  that  our  commerce  has 
rather  been  improved  and  augmented, 
than  checked  and  impeded.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  commerce  of  France  re¬ 
ceived,  in  the  firft  and  fecond  years  of 
the  prefent  war,  fuch  a  terrible  blow, 
that  there  has  been  an  entire  ftagnation 
of  trade  in  that  kingdom  ever  lince. 

France, 
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* 

France,  according  to  fome  authors,  has 
fulfered  a  national  bankruptcy :  this  oifr 
letter- writer  doubts;  and  pofitively  af¬ 
firms  *,  that  wllilft  his  moll  Chriftian 
Majefty  was  melting  down  his  own  plate, 
and  that  of  his  fubje&s,  he  had  eleven 
millions  of  ready  money  in  his  coffers. 
Colbert  was  the  firft  minifter,  who  gave 
a  fpring  to  the  induftry  and  ingenuity 
of  the  French  nation,  by  encouraging 
trade  and  manufactures ;  he  law  them 
flourilh  under  his  infpeClion  ;  and, 
as  they  grew  great  and  powerful,  he 
taught  his  mailer  what  application  to 
make  of  thefe  fuccefies,  when  either  his 
own  demands,  or  thole  of  the  public,  re¬ 
quired  it.  The  riches  of  the  nation  were 
not  to  reft  in  the  hands  of  individuals ; 
the  crown  was  to  be  fupported,  let  the 
diftrelfes  of  the  people  be  ever  fo  great ; 
the  glory  and  dignity  of  Lewis  was  not  to 
be  diminilhed,  though  defolation  and  fa¬ 
mine  fpread  their  influence  through  ail 
his  principalities ;  public  credit  mull  be 


*  Second  letter,  p,  65. 
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V 

fupported,  if  all  his  fubjetts  ftarve.  How 
happy,  then,  are  the  fons  of  Britain  ! 
who  are  permitted  to  enjoy  in  quiet  the 
fortunes  their  induftry  have  gained ;  who 
are  fuffered  to  grow  rich,  amidft  all  the 
havoc  and  depredations  of  war.  The  ne- 
celTary  fupplies  for  the  exigencies  of  the 
flate  mud,  indeed,  be  raifed  ;  but  not  by 
oppreffion  :  the  public  have  become  vo¬ 
luntary  creditors  to  the  government,  the 
loan,  wanted  by  the  flate,  has  always 
been  fubfcribed  to  with  pleafure  and  dis¬ 
patch  :  the  national  debt,  by  this  means,, 
is  become  very  large;  but  then  the  indi¬ 
viduals  of  the  nation  are  rich  :  taxes  have 
been  laid,  to  difcharge  the  annual  intereil  j 
fome  of  them  have  occafioned  dilTentions 
amongft  us,  not  fo  much  from  any  di- 
ftreffes  they  produced,  but  as  they  were 
unpopular  and  impolitic.  France,  how¬ 
ever  opulent  her  monarch  may  be,  is 
needy  and  poor ;  her  fubjedts  harraffed 
and  diftrefled  ;  political  diflentions  fo¬ 
mented  amongft  them,  with  no  other 
view,  than  to  aggrandize  and  enrich  their 

fovereign. 
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fovereign.  Britain  has  nothing  to  dread, 
but  the  increafe  of  her  national  debt ;  her 
fons  are  happy  and  wealthy  ;  bleffed  with 
a  king,  who  makes  the  happinefs  of  his 
crown  the  happinefs  of  his  people ;  ho¬ 
noured  for  his  public,  and  beloved  for 
his  private,  virtues. 

It  would  be  a  pleafure  to  me,  to  pro¬ 
ceed  in  this  comparative  view  of  the  two 
nations ;  but  the  limits  of  the  prefent 
publication  will  not  admit  of  it.  The 
enfuing  plan  I  offer,  with  all  due  fubmif- 
fion,  to  the  infpedtion  of  the  public ;  and 
fhali  be  right  glad  to  fee  fomething  of 
that  nature  take  place,  inftead  of  adding 
any  further  increafe  to  the  national  debt. 

*  •'  <  * ' .  *  .ill 

PLAN  of  an  annual  voluntary  War 
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From  5000/.  to  7000/.  - 

From  7000/.  to  10,000  /. 

From  10,000/.  to  15,000/. 

From  15,000/.  to  20,000/. 

From  20,000 /.  to  25,000/. 

From  25,000 /.  to  30,000/. 

From  30,000/.  to  40,000/. 

From  40,000 /.  to  50*000  L 

F  rom  50,000/.  to  100,000/.  100 

Fvery  perfon  enjoying  a  place  ii 

the  public  offices  in  the  government 
above  200  /.  per  annum ,  to  pay  two 
pounds  per  cent. 

Every  clergyman  enjoying  any  kind  of 
church  benefices  above  the  yearly  value 
of  loot,  to  pay  two  pounds  per  cent. 

Every  perfon  enjoying  either  a  penfion  or 
falary  in  the  public  offices  of  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  the  yearly  value  of  1000/. 

or  upwards,  to  pay  four  pounds  per 
cent. 

Every  dignified  clergyman,  holding  a  bi- 
ffiopric,  or  any  other  ecclefiaflical  pre¬ 
ferment,  of  the  yearly  value  of  1000  l. 

or 


or  upwards,  to  pay  four  pounds  per 
cent. 

Every  perfon  enjoying  a  penfion,  or  an¬ 
nuity,  that  may  be  termed  a  fine-cure, 
of  what  yearly  value  foever,  to  pay  fix 
pound  per  cent. 

That  fix  or  more  of  the  principal  inha¬ 
bitants  of  each  parilh  form  tnemfelves 
into  a  committee,  to  make  the  proper 
afleflment,  colledt,  and  pay  the  fame 
into  the  exchequer,  without  any  de¬ 
ductions  whatever. 

.  '  i 

That  the  faid  committee,  in  cafe  any  per¬ 
fon  in  the  parilh  fhall  be  found  fo 
wanting  in  a  love  for  his  country,  as 
not  voluntarily  to  pay  in  his  quota,  that 
the  faid  committee  fhall,  according  to 
their  judgment,  alfefs  the  abfentee ; 
who  fhall  have  liberty,  if  over-rated, 
to  fwear  off  as  much  as  lhall  be  fo 
over-rated  j  but  may  be  compelled,  by 
law,  to  pay  his  juft  taxation. 

Such  a  fcheme,  I  am  fenfible,  like  all 

other  human  inftitutions,  is  liable  to 

1  v  * 
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151311  y  exceptions.  The  avaritious  part  of' 
mankind,  from  felf-interefted  views,  will 
be  induced  to  exclaim  againft  any  tax, 
that  does  not  take  in  the  bulk  of  the  na¬ 
tion.  but,  if  we  confider  the  nature  of 
taxes,  and  the  purpofes  for  which  they 
were  created ;  it  we  confider  the  ends 
to  which  they  are  generally  fubfervient, 
and  the  means  that  are  often  made  ufe 
of,  to  throw  off  their  weight  from 
the  lower  clafs  of  the  people,  we  (hall 
find,  at  laft,  that  they  center  among 
thofe  only,  who  are  able  to  pay  them. 
As  for  inftance;  fuppofe  a  tax  is  laid 
upon  any  commodity,  which,  perhaps, 
luxury  has  made  one  of  the  neceflaries  of 
life,  the  labourer,  or  the  manufacturer, 
who  receives  his  daily,  or  his  weekly, 
pay,  finds  that  his  wages  are  not  fuffi- 
cient  to  purchafe  meat,  drink,  and  cloaths, 

'  lor  himfelf  and  his  family;  he  has  no, 
ambition  to  be  rich,  all  he  wants  is,  to 
keep  himfelf  and  thofe  about  him  from 
ftarving ;  therefore,  his  hire  muft  be  aug¬ 
mented,  This  may  be  extended  to  every 

clafs 
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clafs  of  people,  whofe  circumftances, 
upon  their  entering  into  life,  will  not  ad¬ 
mit  of  any  other  view,  than  that  of  ac¬ 
quiring  a  maintenance  for  themfelves, 
their  wives  and  children.  If  the  exigen¬ 
cies  of  the  ftate  are  fuch,  as  to  acquire  an 
addition  of  taxes  year  after  year,  this  clafs 
of  people  will  find  no  other  inconvenience, 
than  that  of  being  obliged  to  raife  the 
price  of  their  labour  j  it  is  a  matter  of 
little  concern  to  them  what  they  receive, 
if  it  ferves  them  only  to  purchafe  the  ne- 
ceffaries  of  life ;  if  fuch  a  family  ten 


years  ago  could  be  maintained  for  one 
{hilling  a  day,  which  will  now  require 
two  {hillings,  the  price  of  wages  will  rife 
in  the  fame  proportion.  Therefore,  I 
fay,  can  fuch  a  tax,  fo  proportioned  to 
the  real  worth  of  every  individual,  diftrefs. 
any  man,  or  much  diminifh  his  annual 
income,  if  he  is  frugal?  No;  (Eco¬ 
nomy  and  frugality  can  do  much  more. 

Liberty  and  independence,  I  know,  is 
a  right  naturally  belonging  to  man  ;  and 
it  may  be  afked,  why  ihould  there  be 
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.  any  com  pul  don  to  difclofe  the  Hate  of 
my  private  affairs  to  any  man  ?  why,  by 
luc.t  a  taxation,  fhould  I  reveal  to  the 
public,  thofe  matters  which  I  have  al¬ 
ways  endeavoured  to  keep  a  fecret  from 
my  neareft  friends  ?  The  anfwer  to  thi? 
is  fhoi  1  j  Give  a  gratuity  in  lieu  of  fuch 
a  tax  ;  it  it  is  a  genenerous  one,  your  lovy 
for  your  country  will  be  applauded,  and 
your  conduit  admired.  But,  to  effedt 
this  laudable  undertaking,  how  m uft  the 
focial  virtues  be  kindled  in  our  breafts ! 
how  mu  ft  the  various  affedtions  of  our  na- 
ture  be  roufed  !  our  concern  for  the  pub¬ 
lic  weal  be  excited!  We  mutt  feel, 
warmly  feel,  every  patriotic  virtue  j  we 
mult  rife  above  the  fordid  views  of  avarice 
and  felf-intereft ;  and  yet,  after  all,  we 
fhall  do  no  more,  than  what  the  prefent 
crilis  of  the  national  affairs  requires  of  us, 
as  fons  of  Britain,  and  as  Chriftians. 

No  fuch  application,  I  think,  can  be 
made  of  thi  doctrine,  as  the  letter- writer, 
in  the  latter  part  of  his  fir/l  letter,  feem$ 

to  infer,  that  nothing  ought  to  be  at- 
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tempted 


tempted  either  to  renew  or  to  continue: 
the  diftrefles  of  our  country.  It  is  time, 
he  fays,  to  ciofe  the  feene  of  blood, 
and  to  withdraw  cur  troops  from  their 
fham'oles  in  Germany.  This  is  not  de¬ 
nied  ;  and  happier  would  it  be  for  man¬ 
kind  m  general,  could  a  perpetual  paci¬ 
fication  take  place ;  but  as  this  is  incom¬ 
patible  with  the  prefent  depravation  of 

human  nature,  we  mud  be  content  to 

*  '  | 

confider  things  as  they  really  are,  not  as 
we  would  wifh  them  to  be. 

Thu?,  Sir,  I  flatter  myfelf,  I  have, 
by  this  time,  convinced  you,  that  as  no 
folid,  honourable,  and  advantageous  peace, 
could  be  obtained ;  fuch  a  peace,  I  mean, 
as  was  confident  with  the  dignity  and  ho¬ 
nour  of  the  Britifh  crown ;  that  it  is  in- 

*  % 

cumbent  upon  us  to  exert,  to  the  utmoft 
of  our  power,  fuch  neceffary  means,  that 
the  continuance  of  the  prefent  war  may  not 
be  lefs  fuccefsful  and  glorious  than  it  has 
hitherto  been ;  that  no  exertion  of  fpirit 
among  our  enemies,  animated  with  the 
hopes  of  a  Spanifh  ally,  fhould  fink  us 

either 


either  into  a  defpondency,  or  occafion  any 
difcontents  and  feuds  amongft  us.  We 
are  able,  if  our  inclinations  are  good,  our 
patriotifm  truly  Britith,  to  refift,  I  had 
almoft  faid,  to  conquer,  the  united  force 
of  both  nations.  May  magnanimity  and 
a  hearty  concurrence  in  the  profecution 
of  this  juft  and  neceflary  war,  I  fincerely 
pray,  draw  down  the  bleffing  and  pro¬ 
tection  of  that  Almighty  Being,  who  has 
hitherto  fo  glorioufly  favoured  the  arms 
of  the  Britifh  nation. 

The  letter-writer’s  fecond  propofitiou 
is,  that  fuch  a  peace  would  give  Great 
Britain  an  opportunity,  with  honour  and 
credit,  for  the  future  to  decline  all  con¬ 
tinental  connections,  attended  with  fuch 
a  profufion  of  blood  and  treafure,  as 
thofe  the  is  now  engaged  in.  Mere  af- 
fertion  is  no  proof.  I  have  impartially 
examined  what  the  letter-writer  has 
advanced  on  this  long-contefted  fub- 
jeCt ;  a  fubjeCt  fo  delicately  interwoven 
with  our  prefent  conftitution,  that  it  re¬ 
quires  a  mafterly  hand  entirely  to  dis¬ 
engage 


engage  it  from  the  political  fyftem  of  Great 
Britain,  or  to  reconcile  it  to  the  opinion 
pf  the  public  in  general.  The  letter- 
writer,  however,  in  his  review  of  this 
propofition,  has,  with  his  ufual  fagacity, 
thrown  out  his  farcafms  againft  the  Right 
Honourable  Gentleman’s  condudt,  while 
he  was  in  the  adminiftration,  with  regard 
to  the  affairs  of  Germany.  He  views 
him,  when  he  entered  upon  the  high 
port  he  has  lately  refigned,  as  an  anti- 
continentalift ;  but  no  fooner  was  he 
warm  in  his  poft,  when  he  made  fome 
very  ufeful  diftindtions  between  occafional 
and  fyftematical  afliftances,  between  tem¬ 
porary  and  permanent  meafures  j  and,  at 
laft,  became  a  warmer  advocate  for,  than 
he  had  been  againft,  continental  meafures. 
I  do  not  apprehend,  that  Mr.  P — ,  pre¬ 
vious  to  his  acceptance  of  the  feals,  had 
but  in  general  terms  fpoke  againft  our 
continental  connections ;  and,  perhaps, 
rather  lamented,  than  cenfured  our  ne- 
ceffity  of  entering  into  thofe  meafures. 
When  he  took  upon  him  the  adminiftra¬ 
tion 


tion  of  public  affairs,  it  became  his  ftudy^ 
nay,  it  became  his  duty,  to  examine  more 
nicely  the  feveral  connections,  and  de¬ 
pendencies,  by  which  the  whole  political 
lyftem  of  Europe  is  governed  $  the  views 
of  the  French  court,  on  a  more  intimate 

1  ‘  1 

infpedtion,  might  appear  to  demand  a  vi¬ 
gorous  fupply  to  our  German  allies.  Hi- 
ftory  can  inform  us,  even  in  the  early 
periods  and  asra’s  of  that  nation,  what 
meafures  have  been  concerted ,  what, 
fchemes  put  in  execution,  to  extend  their 
dominions,  and  increafe  their  power ; 
what  attempts  have  been  made  towards 
an  univerfal  monarchy.  Charles  the  eighth 
made  great  preparations  to  reduce  Italy  to 
his  fubjedtion ;  but  a  hidden  death  pre¬ 
vented  his  carrying  his  dariing  fcheme 
into  execution.  His  fucceffor,  the  Duke 
of  Orleans,  after  entering  into  fuch  al¬ 
liances  as  were  thought  to  be  neceffary 
to  fecure  the  repofe  of  his  own  kingdom, 
with  the  afiiftancc  of  the  Venetians,  with 
whom  he  had  concluded  a  treaty,  entered 
the  territories  of  the  Milanefe,  and,  ir\ 

the 
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the  fpace  of  a  few  weeks,  were  fo  fue- 
cefsful  as  to  complete  the  conqueft  ;  and 
the  Duke  of  Milan,  with  his  brother, 
were  obliged  to  take  refuge  at  Infpruck. 
Several  other  inftances  might  be  produced ; 
but  the  ambition  of  Lewis  the  fourteenth 
is  a  fufficient  proof.  The  penetration, 
lkill,  and  abilities,  of  the  minifters  of  that 
fovereign,  during  his  minority,  prepared 
the  way  for  him.  Principles  of  fove- 
rfeignty,  of  univerfal  fovereignty,  prin¬ 
ciples  the  mod  deftrudtive  to  the  peace 
and  happinefs  of  mankind,  were  early 
inftilled  into  him.  Nature  formed  him 
for  the  field  ;  his  minifters,  for  the  moft 
daring  enterprizes.  Had  he  been  left  en¬ 
tirely  to  the  dictates  of  nature  and  reafon, 
he  would  have  been  bold  and  intrepid  : 
never,  perhaps,  lefs  than  man.  But  in 
what  light  can  we  view  him,  corrupted 
by  bad  advice  ;  inflamed,  in  the  youthful 
vigour  of  his  blood,  whn  the  ambitious 
glory  of  univerfal  monarchy,  pouring  de- 
ftrudtion  over  the  face  of  the  whole  earth, 
triumphing  in  maflacres,  devaftauon,  and 
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rapine  j  lighting  the  torch  of  war,  to 
deftroy  thoufands,  only  that  the  laurels 
round  his  brow  may  fhine  the  brighter. 
A  review  of  the  battles  and  lieges,  in  the 
feveral  campaigns  during  his  reign,  is  fuf- 
ficienteto  link  the  character  of  that  great 
hero  below  that  of  a  man,  and  the  more 
noble  charadter  of  a  Chriftian  below  that 
of  a  brute.  ' 

However  nearly  interefted  every  fa¬ 
mily,  or  every  citizen,  may  be,  in  refpedfc 
to  our  German  wars  j  whatever  tender 
motives  or  affedtions,  refulting  from  the 
Ioffes  we  have  fuftained  there,  may  render 
thofe  wars  ftill  more  calamitous ;  yet,  as 
good  fubjedts,  we  ought  to  facrifice  our 
private  interell  to  the  public  good ;  we 
ought,  with  fidelity  and  zeal,  to  difcharge 
thofe  duties,  which  we  owe  to  the  com¬ 
monwealth.  Suppofe  we  were  entirely 
to  quit  our  allies,  and  to  withdraw  our 
troops  from  Germany,  would  not  the 
French  be  tempted  to  make  frequent  in- 
curfions  on  our  own  coafts  ?  Would  they 
not  turn  their  arms  on  the  Low  Countries, 

where 
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where  they  could  carry  on  the  war  to 
fome  advantage  ?  Mull  not  the  Englilh, 
at  fuch  a  crilis,  lend  their  alii  fiance  to 
the  Dutch  ?  Would  the  necelTary  ex- 
pences  of  fuch  a  war  be  lefs  than  they  are 
now  ?  I  do  not  plead  thus  as  an  advocate 
for  our  German  connections ;  it  might 
be  happier  for  Britain,  if  the  circum- 
Itances  of  her  conllitution  were  fuch,  as 
never  to  be  obliged  to  intermeddle  with 
continental  meafures ;  nor  fhall  I-  take 
upon  me  the  arduous  talk,  to  fatisfy  every 
male-content. 

I  might  be  excufed  enlarging  on  a 
point  fo  controvertible  as  this  queltion, 
had  not  the  letter-writer,  in  mentioning 
the  fuccefs  of  our  arms  at  the  battle  of 
Minden,  endeavoured  to  withdraw  from 
them,  in  lome  meafure,  the  glory  of  that 
day.  He  fays,  that  our  fuccefs  was  owing 
to  the  miraculous  interpolation  of  Provi¬ 
dence  ;  and  that  the  odds  againfl:  us,  be¬ 
fore  that  engagement,  was  fifty  to  one. 
We  acknowlege,  with  the  greatell  awe 
acknowlege,  that  the  Supreme  Being  is 
2  the 


the  foie  giver  of  all  victories.  But  how 
mean  was  it  to  exprefs  fuch  unreafonabie 
prejudices!  Surely,  there  is  great  merit 
due  to  a  happy  intrepidity.  Who  could 
have  beheld  the  expiring  Wolfe,  without 
the  tendered:  emotions,  the  wanned  ad¬ 
miration  !  The  conqued  of  Canada  was 
of  the  utrfiod  importance  to  the  arms  of 
Great  Britain  ;  the  difficulties  attending 
fuch  a  conqued  hazardous  and  innumer¬ 
able.  When  he  had  furmounted  the  greateft 
part  of  them,  he  received  the  fatal  blow. 
In  the  midd  of  his  agonies,  he  cried, 
“  Shall  we  fucceed  ?  Have  we  con- 
“  quered  ?  ”  He  was  anfwered  in  the 
affirmative.  How  glorious  was  his  reply  ! 
“  I  am  fatisfied,”  he  laid,  and  expired. 

Such  an  happy  intrepidity  at  the  battle 
of  Fontenoi,  would  have  rendered  that 
day  as  great,  as  it  is  now  inglorious,,  to 
the  arms  of  Great  Britain  and  her  allies. 
I  fhall  beg  leave  to  epitomize  the  account 
of  that  engagement,  as  related  by  M.  Vol¬ 
taire,  in  the  hiffory  of  the  war  of  1741. 
“  Calling  an  eye  upon  the  plan,  you 

perceive. 


perceive,  at  orte  glance,  the  difproportion 
of  the  two  armies.  You  fee  Antoin  pretty 
near  the  Seheld,  within  nine  hundred  fa¬ 
thom  of  the  bridge  Colonne,  the  way 
that  the  *  King  and  the  Dauphin  came. 
The  village  of  Fontenoi  is  within  eight 
hundred  fathoms  of  Antoin  ;  from  thence, 
drawing  towards  the  north,  is  a  piece  of 
of  ground  four  hundred  and  fifty  fathom 
broad,  betwixt  the  woods  of  Barri,  and 
Oi  Fontenoi.  In  this  plan,  you  fee  the 
difpofitions  of  the  brigades,  the  generals 
that  commanded  them,  with  what  art 
thv.y  prepared  againlT  the  efforts  of  the 
enemy  near  the  Scheld  and  Antoin,  be¬ 
twixt  Antoin  and  Fontenoi,  in  thofe  vil¬ 
lages  lined  with  troops  and  artillery,  on 
*'ne  ground  which  feparates  the  woods  of 
jDani,  and  finally  on  the  left  toward  Re- 
mecroix,  where  the  enemy  might  ad¬ 
vance,  by  fetching  the  compais  of  the 
woods/* 

1  he  general  had  made  provifion  for 
or  again  ft  a  defeat.  The  bridge 
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of  Colonne,  lined  with  cannon,  flrength- 
ened  with  entrenchments,  and  defended 
by  a  battalion  of  guards,  another  of  Swifs, 
and  three  of  militia,  was  to  facilitate  the 
retreat  of  the  King  and  of  the  Dauphin, 
in  cafe  of  an  unlucky  accident.  Marlhal 
Noailles  had  directed  the  works  and  the 
tedoubts  of  Bettens;  and  Marfhal  Saxe 
had  taken  every  advantage  of  the  ground, 
by  erecting  at  the  verge  of  the  woods  of 
Berri  a  ftrong  redoubt,  where  the  guns 
were  fixed  in  embrafures  j  as  likewife  an¬ 
other  redoubt  in  the  wood  of  Barri,  fur- 
nifhed  with  cannon,  and  two  batteries  on 
the  high  road  leading  to  Leuze.’' 

“  Thefe  difpofitions  being  all  made,  or 
upon  the  point  of  being  made,  in  filence 
they  waited  for  the  break  of  day.  The 
Englilh  had  eighty-one  cannon,  and  eight 
mortars ;  they  kept  firing,  though  to 
little  purpofe,  upon  the  villages,  and  upon 
the  redoubts.  Towards  ten  o  clock,  they 
took  a  refolution  of  forcing  their  way  be¬ 
twixt  the  redoubt  of  the  woods  of  Barri 

and  Fontenoij  which  they  at  laft  pafied, 
a  without 
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without  difordering  their  ranks,  dragging 
their  cannon  through  the  by-ways.  The 
more  the  Englifh  column  advanced,  the 
deeper  it  became,  and,  of  courfe,  better 
able  to  repair  the  continual  lofies,  which 
it  muft  have  fuftained  from  fo  many  re¬ 
peated  attacks.  At  one  time,  a  great 
number  of  French  troopers  were  driven 
back,  in  diforder,  as  far  as  the  very  place 
where  the  king  was  ported  with  his  fon. 
At  another  time,  vidtory  feemed  to  incline 
to  favour  the  French.  The  Englifh  co¬ 
lumn  had' buffered  much;  the  l'oldiers 
were  furprized  to  find  themfelves  in  the 
middle  of  the  camp,  without  any  cavalry. 
However,  if  the  Dutch  had  advanced,  at 
this  time,  between  the.  redoubts  of  Bet- 
tens,  and  adted  vigoroufly  in  conjundtion 
with  the  Englirti,  the  battle  would  have 
been  loft  beyond  all  recovery,  and  there 
would  have  been  no  retreat,  either  for  the 
army,  or,  in  all  probability,  for  the  king 
or  his  fon.  The  Englifh  were  likewife 
deceived,  in  imagining  themfelves  expofed 
to  the  crols-fire  of'Fontenoi,  and  of  the 
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redoubt  of  Barri.  They  were  ignorant 
that  the  French  were  firing  only  with 
powder.  During  this  tumult  and  diforder, 
the  Duke  de  Richlieu  arrived :  he  ad- 
vifed  a  bold  attack ;  “  Let  us  (fays  he) 
bring  four  pieces  of  cannon  to  bear 
againft  the  front  of  the  Englifh  co¬ 
lumn;  we  mud  fall  upon  them  like 
foragers,  and  I’ll  lay  my  life  the  day 
“  is  ours.”  The  counfel  was  followed, 
and  the  allies  were  foon  thrown  into  the 
utmofl  confufion ;  they  retired  precipi¬ 
tately,  and  were  not  able  to  rally  their 
forces  again.  Thus  the  engagement 
ended,  and  determined  the  fate  of  the 
war  :  it  paved  the  way  for  the  conqueft 
of  the  Low  Countries,  and  ferved  as  a 
counterpoife  to  all  difappointments.  The 
prefence  of  the  king  and  his  fon,  and  the 
danger  to  which  thefe  two  princes  and 
France  were  expofed,  greatly  increafed 
the  importance  of  this  ever  memorable 
day.” 

But,  to  return  to  our  propofition,  how 
will  a  peace  give  us  an  opportunity  to 

decline 
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decline  all  continental  connexions  for  the 
future  ?  The  letter-writer  has  not  en¬ 
forced  one  lingle  argument,  to  elucidate 
this  material  point.  Great  Britain,  we 
know,  has  been  drawn  into  thefe  engage¬ 
ments  every  war ;  and  the  part  fhe  aXs 
now,  is  almoft  the  reverfe  of  what  fhe 
aXed  in  the  laft :  and  we  are  not  certain, 
but  fhe  may  lend  her  affiftance  in  the 
next  war  to  the  very  powers  fhe  is  op- 
pofing  in  this.  Such  connexions,  as  fhe 
has  generally  been  engaged  in,  have  and 
will  be  thought  wife  and  juft,  becaufe  ne- 
ceflary  to  maintain  that  equality  among  the 
powers  of  Europe,  on  which  the  public 
peace  and  common  profperity  depends. 
How  favourable  foever  the  declamatory 
letter-writer  may  appear,  it  does  not,  in 
the  leaft  degree,  weaken  the  force  of  this 
argument.  If  a  zeal  for  the  prefervation 
of  mankind  had  warmed  his  imagination 
into  enthufiafm,  we  could  do  no  no  more 
than  applaud  his  benevolence  and  huma¬ 
nity  ;  we  are  ftill  at  a  lofs,  how  we  are 
to  obtain  this  defireable  end.  Will  France, 
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after  we  have  concluded  a  peace,  concur 
in  fuch  meafures,  as  we  may  deem  ne- 
ceifary  for  this  purpofe  ?  Will  (he  agree, 
in  cale  there  fhould  be  any  future  irrup¬ 
tions,  not  to  compel  us  to  a  continental 
war  ?  This  would  be  agreeing,  to 

9 

ftrengthen  our  hands,  to  fight  againffc 
her,  and  what  our  moft  fanguine  wifhes 
can  never  expedh  To  divide  our  forces, 
and  to  engage  us  in  continental  meafures, 
is  what  their  policy  chiefly  confifts  in. 

The  third  propofition  of  the  letter- 
writer’s  is,  “  that  this  fyflem  can  receive 
no  manner  of  fhock,  by  the  refignation 
of  the  Right  Honourable  Gentleman, 
who  a  few  days  ago  gave  up  the  feals  of 
his  office.” 

When  we  confider  the  character  of  a 

. 

pr — me  m-n-ft-r,  the  virtues  and  amiable 
qualities  he  is  known  to  poffefs,  the  glo¬ 
rious  atchievements  accompliflied  by  his 
direction  and  -  abilities  $  when  we  behold 

i  ^  *  '  ' 1  * 

the  patriot  in  the  minifler,  withftanding 

the  torrent  of  corruption,  adting  with  the 

nobleft 'ardour  for  the  public  good,  and 
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diffufing,  as  it  were,  the  fame  virtues  into 
every  rank  of  people  throughout  the  Bri- 
tifh  dominion ;  we  cannot  help  lamenting 
the  difference,  which  occafioned  a  late 

i  A 

refignation.  The  people  of  England, 
however  plain  and  uninformed  they  may  be, 
are  wife  enough  to  know,  when  matters 
are  wifely  conducted  at  the  helm  ;  what¬ 
ever  rei'emblance  the  letter-writer  may 
make  between  them,  and  Sancha  Pancha 
and  his  wafer,  they  are  able  to  judge, 
when  a  minifter  is  wife,  good,  and  up¬ 
right.  There  is  no  part  of  the  conduct 
of  the  Right  Honourable  Gentleman  fo 
dark  and  intricate,  as  that  inexplicable 
mifmanagement  in  the  Mediterranean, 
and  its  confequences,  at  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  prefent  war. 

But  if,  after  all,  we  fhould  be  unpre- 
pared  to  defend  ourfelves,  either  from  a 
want  of  a  proper  exertion  of  fpirit,  or 
from  a  confidence,  that  we  mufl  have  a 
peace,  would  not  this  be  giving  our  ene¬ 
mies  a  favourable  opportunity  to  attack 
us  with  fuccefs  ?  Shall  we  remain  idle, 
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or  inactive,  while  the  Spaniards  and  the 
French  are  preparing  their  naval  arma¬ 
ments  with  the  utmoft  expedition  ? 
Would  trance,  at  fuch  a  juncture  as  this, 
oppieffed  as  her  fubjedts,  and  ruinous  as 
her  finances  are,  have  omitted  any  op¬ 
portunity  cf  promoting  a  general  pacifica¬ 
tion,  unlefs  (he  had  llrong  afiurances  of 
receiving  auiftance  from  fome  other 
power  ?  Her  marine,  perhaps,  was  never 
reduced  to  fo  low  an  ebb  j  the  fleets  of 
Great  Britain  never  better  manned,  never 
better  commanded.  WFat  but  a  power¬ 
ful  ally  could  induce  France  to  recruit 
the  remnant  of  her  fcattered  navy  r  From 
what  power  can  France  expedt  any  af- 
fiftance,  unlefs  from  Spain  ?  His  Ca¬ 
tholic  Majefty,  fince  his  acceflion  to  the 
throne,  may  have  been  follicitous  to  cul¬ 
tivate  the  arts  of  peace,  and  may  have 
maintained  hitherto  the  moll:  irreproach¬ 
able  neutrality  in  the  prefent  war  between 
H  ^  *  1  ^  f  t  we  do  not  know, 

what  meafures  may  have  been  lately 
taken,  fince  the  departure  of  M.  Bufly 

from 
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from  the  Britifli  court,  which  the  policy 
of  France  may  have  urged  in  the  ftrongeft 
terms,  againft  the  increafe  of  our  naval 
power,  to  perfuade  his  Catholic  Majefly 
to  put  his  marine  upon  a  refpedable  foot¬ 
ing.  I  do  not  mean,  nor  would  I  have 
it  underflood  as  if  I  meant,  to  favour 
any  party,  or  to  foment  any  oppofition. 
Our  fucceffes,  and  our  conduit,  if  we 
continue  the  war,  I  hope,  will  be  as 
glorious  as  in  the  adminiflration  of  Mr. 
P— ,  and  the  dignity  and  honour  of  the 
Britifli  crown,  properly  fupported,  when¬ 
ever  a  negotiation  for  a  peace  takes  place. 

If  we  have  admired  the  abilities,  vir¬ 
tues,  and  patriotifm,  of  a  minifler,  in  Mr. 
P — ,  let  us  hope  to  admire  them  with  the 
fame  warmth  andaffedion  in  his  fucceflbr; 
let  us  unite  in  a  hearty  zeal  for  the  public 
good ;  for  it  is  union  only  that  can  give 
llrength  and  fpirit  to  future  conquefts. 

The  letter-writer’s  fourth  propofition 
is,  “  that  the  fame  Right  Honourable 
Gentleman,  and  his  friends,  whofe  pa¬ 
triotifm,  and  difinterefted  attachment  to 

their 
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their  country,  cannot  be  queftioned,  will 
and  mud,  in  confidence  with  that  cha¬ 
racter,  co-operate  in  the  fame  good 
work,  whether  he  or  they  are  in  place, 
or  out  of  place,  as  they  cannot  be  fu- 
fpeued  of  diftreffing  his  Majefiy’s  mea- 
fures,  even  fuppofing  thofe  meafures  not 

to  be  their  own.” 

’■'?>  .  .  -  ,  .  ' 

A  treaty  of  peace  is  a  folemn  compact 
made  between  two  or  more  belligerant 
powers  j  it  is  a  public  appeal  to  the  whole 
world,  and  ought  to  be  held  facred  and 
inviolable  :  negotiations,  previous  to  fuch 
a  treaty,  are  of  the  utmoft  confequencej 
they  require  mature  deliberations ;  •  the 
judgment  and  abilities  of  the  minifter  are, 
perhaps,  more  vifible  in  a  treaty  of  peace, 
than  in  the  conduct  and  management  of 
war.  We  have  formerly  feen  the  poli¬ 
tical  fubtilties  of  a  French  minifter  oq 
fuch  an  occafion ;  and,  if  we  have  np 
reafon  to  dread,  we  have  fufficient  reafon 
to  fufpedt,  their  finefle.  The  French 
Ijiflorical  memorial  of  the  late  negotiation 
of  France  and  England,  mutilated  and 

imperfedf 
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imperfect  as  it  is  faid,  to  be,  breathes  on  the 
part  of  the  Britifh  minifter  the  trueft  patri- 
otifm.  How  the  French  minifter  atfed,  is 
too  well  known  to  be  animadverted  upon. 

It  may  not  be  amifs,  however,  to  make 
a  few  quotations  from  that  memorial. 

“  The  firft  article  comprehends  an  entire 
“  ceffion  of  Canada,  and  its  appurte- 
«  nances,  to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain  ; 

“  the  ifland  of  Cape  Briton,  and  the 
«•  iflands  in  the  gulf  of  St.  Lawrence  * 

«  Canada,  comprehending,  agreeable  to 
«  the  line  of  limits  drawn  by  Mr.  Van- 
“  dreuil  himfelf,  when  he  gave  up  the 
tt  province  by  capitulation,  on  one  fide  the 
«  lakes  Huron,  Michigau,  and  Superior  ; 
«c  and  the  faid  line,  drawn  from  lake 
“  Rouge,  comprehending,  by  a  winding 
“  courfe,  the  river  Onabache  to  its  junc- 
“  tion  with  the  Ohio,  and  from  thence 
“  ftretching  along  this  laft  river,  inclu 
“  lively,  to  its  confluence  with  the  Mif- 
ec  fiffipi.”  The  reply  of  France  to  this 

article  is,  “  That  fhe  yields  up  Canada, 

«  with  the  limits  afligned  it  by  Van- 
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dreuil ;  but  infifts, that  the  Indians 
“  on  one  fide  of  the  line,  fhall  be  inde- 
“  Pen(Ient  under  the  protedion  of  France; 
“  ,lnd  thofe  on  other  fide,  indepen- 
“  dent  under  the  protedion  of  England. 
“  The  h-ughlh  traders  fhall  not  crofs  the 

!me;  but  the  Indians  fhall  be  at  liberty 
*■  to  trade  with  both  nations.” 

In  affairs  of  national  intereft,  due  re¬ 
gard  ought  to  be  paid  to  future  confe¬ 
rences  ;  fuch  a  ceffion  of  Canada,  with 
th^fi,  lefliidions,  would  be  no  more  than 
to  carry  the  feat  of  war,  in  our  next  ir¬ 
ruption  with  France,  into  a  country  a 
little  beyond  the  limits  of  Canada.  The 
difadvantages  arifing  from  the  fituation  of 
Canada,  and  the  difficulties  attending  the 
navigation,  would  tempt  very  few  to  fettle 
there  as  traders.  As  the  French  would 
have  in  view,  to  regain  what  they  have 
loft  in  this  war,  they  would  lofe  no  op¬ 
portunity  to  improve  their  connections 
with  the  Indians ;  and  as  there  is  no  claufe 
to  prevent  their  building  fortifications  in 
their  own  territories,  artificers  and  troops 
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would  immediately  be  tranfported  from 
Old  France  for  that  purpofe.  We  have  too 
much  reafon  to  fufped  the  mod;  folemn 
treaties  on  the  part  of  France  ;  and  a  few 
years  would,  probably,  convince  us,  that 
we  ought  to  dread  the  French  fettlements 
in  Louifiania,  as  much  as  we  did  thofe 
of  Canada  and  Quebec. 

The  third  article  relates  to  our  engage¬ 
ments  with  Pruffla.  Before  I  enter  into 
a  circumftantial  detail  of  this  preliminary, 
it  may  be  neceflary  to  take  a  view  of  what 
our  political  letter-writer  has  advanced  on 
this  fudjed  *  “  The  Right  Honourable 
Gentleman’s  friends,  I  know,  have  laid, 
that  a  feparate  peace  between  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  and  France,  would  be  of  very  little 
fervice  to  his  Pruffian  Majefty,  as  the  two 
Emprefles  appear  determined  not  to  lav 
down  their  arms,  but  with  his  ruin.  In 
anfwer  to  this,  we  are  to  obferve,  that 
his  Pruflian  Majefty  himfelf,  who  under- 
ftands  his  own  fftuation  and  intercft,  at 
lead  as  well  as  we  do,  is  of  a  different 

*  Firft  letter,  p.  33. 
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opinion,  and  thinks,  that  if  he  was  eafed 
of  the  French,  he  could  give  a  very  good 
account  of  his  other  enemies,  numerous 
as  they  are.  But,  even  granting  that  not 
to  be  the  cafe,  is  Great  Britain  to  fuffer, 
becaufe  two  women  are  obftinate  and  vin¬ 
dictive?  We  have  done  for  his  Pruffian 
Majefly  all  that  we  could  do,  and  more* 
perhaps,  than  any  ally  ever  did  for  an¬ 
other.  Should  the  malice  of  his  enemies 
continue,  we  (hall  be  enabled  to  do  more, 
if  we  are  at  peace  with  France ;  and  a 
very  little  will  turn  the  fcale  in  his  favour, 
as  the  ballance,  even  at  prefent,  is  very 
little  more  than  doubtful.’’  “  *  A  peace 
between  Great  Britain  and  France  muft 
have  left  us  at  liberty  to  have  ferved  him 
fo  effectually,  that  the  two  Empreffes 
would  have  had  neither  the  ftomach  nor 
the  means  to  have  continued  the  war.” 
True,  and  this  is  what  our  Britifh  patriot 
wanted  j  this  is  a  principal  article  objected 
to  by  the  court  of  France.  The  Emprefs- 
Queen  may  affeCt  what  moderation  fhe 
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pleafes  j  and,  however  foliicitoils  fhe 
might  be  to  forward  the  negotiation  be¬ 
tween  the  British  and  the  French  courts, 
in  order  to  put  a  flop  to  the  effufion  of 
Chriftian  blood,  (he  could  not  be  thought 
to  be  fincere,  if  a  part  of  fuch  treaty  con- 
fifted  in  a  ftipulation  to  prevent  Great 
Britain  lending  any  abidance  to  the  King 
of  Pruffia.  The  King  of  Great  Britain 
entered  into  a  convention  w  ith  his  Pruf- 
lian  Majefty ;  and  it  is  not  in  the  lead:  to 
be  doubted,  but  that  he  will  fulfil  the  en¬ 
gagements  of  his  crown,  with  the  mod 
fcrupulous  exadtnefs,  and  with  the  cor¬ 
diality  and  efficacy  of  a  faithful  ally.  It 
is  not  to  be  fuppofed,  that  if  his  Pruffian 
Majefty  was  eafed  of  the  French ,  that  he 
would  be  able  to  cope  the  reft  of  his  ene¬ 
mies,  without  the  fuccour  of  the  Britilh 
troops ;  if  this  had  been  thfe  cafe,  what 
need  of  fuch  a  preliminary  ?  why  fhould 
we  make  it  one  of  the  three  articles, 
which  occafioned  the  late  treaty  to  be 
broke  off?  The  words  of  kings  are  la- 
cred,  and  will  not  admit  of  the  leaft  de¬ 
viation, 
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viation*  when  the  dignity,  honour,  and 
lupport,  of  a  great  and  noble  ally  are 
concerned.  What  are  we  then  to  think 
of  a  French  miniftry,  who  could  not  be 
unacquainted  with  the  foleniri  engage- 
ments  fubfifting  between  their  Britannic 
and  Pruffian  Majefties,  to  propofe  the 
following  article  ? 

“  That  it  fhall  be  ftipulated,  that  the 
“  King  of  Great  Britain,  neither  in  his 
“  capacity  as  King  or  Eledor,  flaail  af¬ 
ford  any  fuccour,  either  in  troops,  or 
“  of  any  kind  whatever,  to  the  King  of 
Pruflia  ;  and  that  his  Britannic  Majefty 
will  undertake,  that  the  Hanoverian, 
“  Heffian,  Brunfwickian,  and  the  other 
“  auxiliaries  in  alliance  with  Hanover, 
“  fhall  not  join  the  forces  of  the  King  of 
“  Pruffia,  in  like  manner  as  France  (hall 
“  engage,  on  her  part,  not  to  yield  fuc- 
“  cour  of  any  kind  to  the  Emprefs-- 
“  Queen,  or  her  allies.” 

Pads  are,  at  this  tiijie,  fo  publickly 
known,  that  it  is  unneceffary  to  make  any 
further  flridures  on  the  French  memorial. 
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All  Europe  mull  juftify  the  proceedings 
of  the  British  miniftry,  and,  at  the  fame 
time,  be  convinced,  that  either  France 
never  intended  to  come  into  any  accom¬ 
modation  with  Great  Britain,  or  that  die 
imagined  Great  Britain  was  fo  reduced^ 
notwithftanding  the  fucceffes  that  have 
attended  her  arms,  as  to  admit  of  almoft 
any  terms,  however  inglorious,  rather  than 
not  have  a  peace;  or,  perhaps,  France, 
defirous  to  eng'age  the  court  of  Spain  in 
her  favour,  made  a  fhew  of  a  public  ne* 
gotiation,  with  her  ufual  art  and  fineffe, 
to  enfure  more  effectually  the  affiftances 
flie  wanted  from  Spain. 

Whatever  fcheme  the  French  might 
have  in  view,  by  fo  trifling  and  frivolous 
a  negotiation,  I  hope  the  exertion  of  public 
fpirit  amongft  us,  will  prevent  their  reap¬ 
ing  any  advantages  from  it.  Let  not  their 
artifices  (hade  the  glory  of  our  conquefts ; 
let  not  their  cunning  prevail,  where  their 
arms  could  not  fucceed  ;  let  us  unite  in 
one  common  caufe,  to  fupport  the  dig— 
*  city  and  honour  of  the  Britifh  crown ;  let 
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iis  promote  fuch  meafur  es,  under  every 
adminiftration,  as  may  be  deemed  necef- 
fary  to  that  glorious  end.  Divifions  and 
parties  can  anfwer  no  Other  purpofe,  than 
to  diflurb  the  public  tranquillity.  Poli¬ 
tical  enquiries,  on  fuch  public  occafions, 
will  neccffarily  arife  ;  but  then,  they 
ought  to  be  treated  with  decency  and 
reiped  ;  no  railing,  or  ill-natured  cen¬ 
tres,  ought  to  be  fubll'itnt’ed  in  the  place 
of  juft  reafoh  and  argument ;  we  fhould 
defend  with  good  humour,  blame  with¬ 
out  rancour,  and  praife  without  exagger 
ation.  Perfons  ading  in  public  charac¬ 
ters,  are  intitled  to  our  moft  favourable 
fentiments,  when  their  integrity,  virtues, 
and  abilities  are  known  ;  if  their  condud 
cannot  be  juflified  upon  every  occafion,  a 
fenfible  and  a  feeling  mind  will  admit  of 
fome  alleviation,  when  the  natural  infir¬ 
mities  of  mankind  are  confidered.  This 
leads  me  to  a  review  of  oar  author’s  fe- 
cond  letter. 

However  cool  and  difpajjionate  the  letter  j 
Writer  may  appear  in  his  firft  letter,  how¬ 
ever 


diftindtion  he  makes  betwixt  the  Right 
Honourable  Gentleman,  and  the  author 
of  that  letter,  is  a  mere  fubterfuge  for  the 
enforcing  hjs  irony  and  reflexions.  If 


“  Twill  words  and  meanings  as  you 
“  pleafe ; 

“  That  language,  by  your  fkill  made 
“  pliant, 

“  Will  bend  to  favour  every  client ; 

“  That  ’tis  the  fee  diredts  the  l'enfe 
“  To  make  out  either  Tide’s  pretence. 

When  you  perufe  the  cleared;  cafe, 
f*  You  fe|  it  with  a  double  face ; 


“  For  fcepticifm’s  your  profeffion, 

“  You  hold  there’s  doubt  in  all  expref- 

“  lion.”  -  '  •  : 

»  * 

J  *  J  D  f!  f? 

It  might  be  neceflfary  to  infert  the  letter 
of  the  Right  Honourable  Gentleman,  re¬ 
ferred  to  by  our  author,  in  order  to  exa¬ 
mine  it  with  that  candour,  which  is  due 
to  an  appeal  of  fo  public  a  nature  ;  but  as 
it  is  to  well  known,  and  has  been  copied 
in  e'/ery  public  paper  and  magazine,  I 
fhall  only  confider  fuch  parts  of  it,  as  the 
letter- writer  has  thought  proper  to  ex¬ 
tract. 

fie  fays,  that  the  author  of  that  letter 
begins  with  what  he  thinks  to  be  two  no¬ 
torious  untruths.  Firft,  “  That  the  caufe 
and  manner  of  the  Right  Honourable 
Gentleman's  rd' going  the  feals,  was  no- 
torioufly  rnifreprefcnted  in  the  city ;  and 
that  the  moft  gracious  and  fpontaneous 
marks  of  his  Majefty’s  approbation  of  his 
Jcrvices,  had  been  infamoufly  traduced,  as 
a  bargain  for  his  foriaking  the  public/5 
Ai]d  then,  by  afluming  an  air  of  the  ut- 
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pioft  importance,  he  pofitively  declares., 
that  this  cannot  be  true  ;  becaufe  he  muft 
be  fuppofed  to  know  the  Sentiments  of  the 
public  upon  that  occafion,  and  tnat  he 
never  heard  the  Right  Honourable  Gentle¬ 
man’s  conduit'  either  groflly  mifrepre- 
fented,  or  infamoufly  traduced.  Si  ay, 
what  are  all  the  licentious  and  viiulent 
pamphlets,  that  have  iffued  iortn  Since 
Mr.  P— ’s  refignation,  but  the  echoes  of 
diflatisfadtion  and  party-diflindtion  ?  What 
the  low  abufe,  and  infamous  insinuations 
in  fome  of  them,  but  incontestable  proofs, 
that  the  fuggeftions  in  that  letter  were,  at 
that  very  time,  true  ?  The  letter  was  not 
made  public  to  juftify  Mr.  P— ’ s  condudt, 
but  to  Satisfy  every  candid  perfon  of  the 
reafon  of  fuch  a  refignation.  Here  again, 
our  author  begins  his  rhetorical  flouriihes : 
The  Right  Honourable  Gentleman,  fays 
lie,  threw  up  all  his  concerns  in  govern¬ 
ment,  becaufe  he  was  no  longer  allowed 
to  guide.  “  The  mod  natural  interpreta¬ 
tion  that  can  be  put  upon  fuch  a  declara¬ 
tion,  continues  our  author,  is,  that  he 

either 
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cither  had  or  thought  he  had  guided  all 
the  meafures  fince  he  came  into  poll: 
that  his  matter  was  but  a  chefs-board 
king,  and  his  other  minifters  only  fo 

many  pawns,  to  be  moved  by  his  all- 
guiding  hand.” 

The  proper  bufinefs  of  a  f-cr-t-ry  of 
ft-te,  in  his  department,  is  to  diredt,  and 
to  infped ;  to  concert  fuch  meafures,  as 
the  tttuation  of  public  affairs  may  feem  tp 
require  j  and,  after  thofe  rpeafpres  have 
obtained  the  fan&ion  of  the  council- board, 
to  fee  that  they  are  properly  executed. 
Therefore,  the  word  guide,  in  Mr.  P — ’s 
letter,  could  mean  no  more,  than  that 
lie  had  concerted  the  plan  of  fuch  operaT 
tions,  as  feemed  to  him  abfolutely  necef- 
fary,  to  fupport  the  dignity  of  the  Britifh 
crown ;  but  that  this  plan  was  objedtecl 
to  by  the  majority  of  his  Majefty’s  other 
fervants  ;  and,  in  confequence  of  this  dif¬ 
ference  in  opinion,  he  refigned.  This  is 
the  only  conttrudtion  that  can  be  put 
upon  that  part  of  his  letter,  which  im¬ 
mediately  refpetts  his  refignation.  I  have 
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already  mentioned ,  that  perhaps  his 
warmeft  advocates  cannot  entirely  juftify 
the  propriety  of  his  condudt  at  this  critical 
juncture ;  fo  that  I  fliall  not  enter  into 
the  merits  of  the  caufe,  *vhich  gave  rife 
to  a  difference  of  opinion  betwixt  him 
and  the  reft  of  the  Right  Honourable 
Gentlemen. 

Now,  Sir,  the  natural  inferences  re-* 
fulling  from  what  may  have  been  urged 
in  this  and  other  pamphlets,  fince  the 

V  0 

prefent  political  conteft  began,  may  be 
reduced  to  the  following  heads : 

Firft,  That  France,  by  her  late  nego¬ 
tiation,  frivolous  and  unfatisfa&ory  as  it 
was,,  does,  in  fome  meafure,  betray  the 
diftreffes,  and  uneafy  fituation  of  her 
people,  now  only  buoyed  up  by  the  ex¬ 
pectation  of  a  powerful  ally  :  that,  in 
affairs  of  the  utmoft  importance,  where 
her  national  faith  is  moft  tenderly  con¬ 
cerned,  flie  has  convinced  us  of  her  in- 
fincerity  and  chicanery;  and  that  there 
can  be  no  dependence  on  her  moft  folemn 
engagements. 

Secondly, 
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Secondly,  That  if  a  profecution  of  the 
war  thall  be  found  neceffary,  it  is  our 
duty,  as  good  and  loyal  fubjedts,  to  con¬ 
tribute  all  in  our  power  to  promote  fuch 
meafures,  as  flydl  feem  to  bid  faireft  for 
fcxpedting  the  continuance  of  thofe  fuc- 
cefles,  which  have  diftinguifhed  the  Bri- 
tilh  arms  fince  the  commencement  of  the 
prefent  war. 

0  "  •  •  ,,  * . 

Thirdly,  To  obtain  this  defireable  end, 

we  fihould  carefully  avoid  fa&ions  of  every 
kind ;  party-diftindlions  are  the  pefts  of 
public  fociety,  which,  like  a  canker,  ih- 
Vifibly  corrode  and  deflroy  the  very  bafis 
of  government.  And,  furely,  there  is 
a  virtue  preferable  to  every  private  view* 
to  every  felfifti  confideration  3  that  is,  the 

Love  of  our  Country. 

•  # 
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I  am, 
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'////'/ 


yvN  '  VwAVJAV,  .  :  _  _ _ 

*  r  f  '  *y  **<  ff»  •  >r  ’/tt  t  ^  V  ./,?■■«/,'  i'7  i:  ;?i 

,:■.  ..'  -  ,"  «  . ftgg 

. <•-<., . «. .-<,  ..... .  ,"'''' 

."'  . .  ■  •  .. 

. 

"  ‘  . 

'  A'-  '  '- '  ^ 


•'  *  *  *'  "//#////  /.+ 


‘uiyW/j 


'WW//  ~  '..■■■ v/,^,,,.,,,//,//^,,/,,  ,, ...  .,,.■  .  ...,., ..,,, 

w////^.  -v  •  ::-»•///>. :  • 


. .  . .  "  . . . . ‘ 


,0"*j '/rs.fcs .•  S/jift//s-'.) .  '  '///.  , 

'*'  •’  *  '  *?-S  *-'.nSj.  v'p  SV\V  \k> 

.  ......  ........ 


.  .  . 


■.  V.-//4/.//V/4.,.,.  ...  y/s/S/J*  ,,...., 


'■//?/ /.  ‘ ■«/  /■/// j//*;  ,.;■  .  <///.,*  1  '  ?.'*/*//'//// S/f/, 


'  *'///*>  >■*;  *  ;f/s#»  t  *///,///<  /. 


'  VA  '/>/  /  ff//////t  At/* 


*  • . .  .  . 


V*  U\\  WS  ».  »  VV\v\\  v\\\  Vv'v\\\\\.\  v 


■  ''V\s\v,y  •  ,y 


*  '*V;S  1  n  !'v,u‘  ‘ 

V  .  .  .'V.  .  ,  **  -X  -  a  *•  y  ,■  ,\>\Wv  *A\SN  >%y.‘\V\vvS-A\\\Vv\ VvV\\V\\x\n\vV\Vv\s  ; 
'  '  '  "'■’•>'>  *  '■'.  .  ■  A  •'  ■>  V>.A  .  |  •  AN\-V\  ^  ^ 

'  "  ■  "  '  ■ ;"  v--  ■'  ■ 

^  '■  ■  ■■  •••■■■  ••■  •■  <  '•  v  ••■  '•  .  ,  .  ^\\ . 


■  .  ■  •■•... 


>  \\  .  ■  ,.  ..  . 


'  ’■  '  '"  '.  ,V  sVV  "'  **VA'-XXv^\\''S\\\\SXV\  . 

-  ■  •  ••’  .^"•-•'."V.SSVAXVX^ XVN ;v^xxxxv. «x\v^\\v\^\v 

■.■,■  ' -.v.x-x  ,v v. AAX'XN K\v ' v \  .. 

"v"'v-'v ■•y  :, 

■'  .  '  AxsxvxVVsjxV^ .VAX  A\S^\x%X%\\x^^s;sV'\\XsX\\^S^^^^ 

■  •  >  .-..•  ■  xv,.;i,;.  s.v.,v:' vv. JJ K  • 

•' -  ■■  '-v ,',, , -...V 


.  :vvx-,'A-.v. 


